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({301) 496-1927 (Office)
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A worker for a laboratory doing research has becooe
infected with the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), the
agent that causes AIDS. The worker has no known risk factors
and investigators are unsure how the individual came to test
positive for the disease.

Hundreds of other laboratory workers who work with the

AIDS virus are tested regularly and none has become infected.

The laboratory In guestion produced and worked with highly

-bnncqnnruted AIDE wirus uvnlike the concentration found

anywhere putside a laboratory and a mishap in laboratory

procedure is one avenue being explored by scientists. The

virus l1eolated from the worxer wis found through recent
speclific tests to be identical to the strain of HIV being
grown in the labaratory.

Because af =he nap yerianmtas ~f HIY in naturea, it is=s
considered unlikely thaz the individual Fad infected from &
source other than the laboratory. How the infection occurred

is currently being inves<igated.



This is the text of a news release that the Department issued late Friday
(afrer 5), Sepr. 11. Dr. Fischinger wvas the contact name placed on the
release. He is our one and only spokesman on this.
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After a preliminary review of information provided by a worker who became
infected with an AIDS virus, a team of virus safety experta have identifled a
series of occurrences that could have caused the worker to come into direct

‘contact with the virus.

The site at which the exposure apparently occurred was a non-governmental

research facility that works with highly concentrated AIDS wirus.

The team reviewing the incident eomprised experts from the National Inatitutes
of Health, the Centers for Disease Control, and other investigatora. The
infected worker--who is currently symptom free--cooperated fully in
discussiona with one member of the revievwing team on the condition that the

* persoms.-identity would not be disclosed.

The unrker =lid th:t leakage from medical inatrumenta contalning the virus had
ue:urred and that seala for the laboratory's centrifuge rotor had failed on
occassion. The outer shella of those rotora could have been contaminated with

the wvirus at times.

The worker carried ocut a variety cof procedures associated with the production
of virusea.

The worker reported having worked with the virus in containment facilities
during times when =zkin abrasiens, ecuts, or dermatitis were present,; although

gloves vere always worn when the virus was handled.
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The preliminary cpinlen of the reviewing team was that the most likely reasocn
for the workers infection was direct contect with highly concentrated viruas.
They noted that sore than LDO other laboratory peraonnel who work with highly
concentrated AIDS wirus have been monitored and none has become infected. The
ttgm Judged the nurfantly used level of containment in laboratories to be

adequate provided there 1s strict adherence to recommended procedures.

The team is currently visiting NIH contract facilitiea engaged in the
production of the AIDS virus and those engaged in producing the AIDS teat kit

to review their compliance with the CDC/NIH biosafety guidelines.




